
I,ERN L. SCOTLAND
Iern L. Scotland was bom in Cattaragus Counry, Salamanca, New york, in 1919. Ar age six, Fem

and her family migrated to Baltimore. She was raised in the Druid Hill Avenue and Hoffman SEeet areas.
Fem altended the Baltimore Public Schoot systems and was graduared from Frederick Douglas High
School rn 1936. She retumed briefly ro New York to attend New york City Co ege. Upon retuming io
Baltimore, Fem graduated liom lhe Cortez Peters Business School.

_ _ln-1943.T€m anempt€d to bowl tenpins at the Strand Bowling All€y under the leadersh;p of
Stanley Jackson of The National Bowling Association. Aft€r a few years, Fem became proficieN enougn ro
lo1n the Eastern Majors League.

Aft€r years of competing in ihe Eastem Major League and local leagues und€r the sanction of
TNBA,_Fem-had to set aside her bowting career for a few years. She again became i.volved in bowling.
She and Estella Finks purchas€d the New Walbrook Lanes on West North Avenue in 195j. Durins th€ 25
yea6 as owner-operaror of the New walbrook Bowling Center, Fem acrivety proinoted and en;uEged
panicipation in the Balrimore WBA local tourMmcnts. She pur togerher many teams and was rhe sponsor
of several of the teams. If you wcr€ a league member in her ce er, Fem made certain you bowted n the
local associations toumamenls. Fem never had an unsanctioned league in her bowling cenEr and ajl who
bowled there were members of TNBA as well as ABC and wlBC. In 1980, due to the ;navailabitity ofloan
money. Fem reluciantly gave up o*nership of the bowling c€ntcr.

Pnor to rhe exisrence of rhe Marytand State WBA. Fem scNed on rhe Vireinia Sratc WBA
holdrng rhe office ofl" Vrce tresrdenr and 2"d Vice preside . While a member of Viigrnia Stale, Fem
bowled in every Vlrginia State Toumament. She had a service record on the Baltimorc WBA Board of
Direcrors of Sgr-al-,^rms ren y€ars, and 19 years as a Dir€ctor. She served on just about every colrmrce.
She attended at least 60 Baltimore \VBA open mectings. Wten the Maryland State WBA w;s orgaDz€d,
Fem was a chaner membe. and served as a direclor on that board for several years. She anended t2 WIBC
Annual Meetings and has served as a WIBC Assisiant Sgr-at-Arms_ She attended earlier wlBC Annual
Meetings at her o$1r exp€nse even though she was a del€gate for the Baltimore WBA.

Fem was a board mcmber ofThe Cb€sapeake Bay Bowling Senate of TNBA and also sccrcury-
treasur€r of the Baltimore Bowling Propri€tors Association. Sh€ was a member ofthe Board ofcov€mors
of the Maryland State Proprielors Association and a member ofthe Battimore Bowlins Councit since its
rnceprron and she se'ted tlat aouncrl as Charrman for several vears.

Fem was instumenral in €ncouraging btack ro b;wt. pnor to Ic52, she bowted under the
National Bowling Association sanclion because ar that time rhe ABC prohibired btacks ftom becornng
membcrs. Prior 10 the passag€ of legislation in the middte 1950s which chang€d this siruation, Fem las
requested not to become a part of the Baltimore Bowling proprietors Associnti;n, even thougn sne was an
owner-operator of a bowling center.

During her active involvcment wirh the Chesapeake Bay Bowting Senare ofTNBA, lem hetp€d
brng ils membership up ftom 40 to over 100 members because you had lo be a member ofTNBA to bowl
in her establishmcnt. Fem was responsible for rnany youth leagues and raD a yourh travet league for the
BBPA.

_ Nol only Ms Fem an activ€ promoter of rhe sporl of tenpin bowling, for nany years, F€m
perlomed v€ry wcll on rhe lanes. She was invited ro bowl in every Sunpap"." iournu-.ni, una *""1y
placed somewhere in the mo.€v in most local association loumaments. she was Balrimore wBA scratch
and handjcap champion for A1l Evenrs in 1959. For her dedication and service to women tenp'nbowters In
the Baltimore area, Fem was inducred inro ir's Ha[ of Fame Nov€mber l, 1986. F€m pass;d away some


