
Alta Blind Bowler Rolls 300 : The Storm Lake Times : ToD Storv

0trbr $tornr TLaWUimcs

Hofrclop'nronlobrtu. . r6 lPrbr icxoqG!t l ra$rf iedstcer.nd€rt^dvertr$ctsub&rrb! tL lnhtAloqr

Iop slory. Wedncsday. t'4ay /

ALTA'S BLIND BOWLER ROLLS PERFECT GAME
D4le Devi., 7A, .@r6lBt soo aI Ceatury Lane

"when I sat ta the knthfaame, I soi.l Lar.l. let nte throu
threemoresfudballs.'

THE HA}4MER @ULD I]FAI''Iiilj CI\ACK OT Q
STRIKES

gY JAK€ XURTZ

A pedect qame. The mosl dificunachievement a boler

ll's even moE impbsslve wnen a blind l r'orld War ll

That wa8 lhe $e.e at Satuday evening s AlLL63gue
Playofs al Century LanesinA[a Dale Davis jlslrhee
monlhs ron hi6 79ih binhday, hlssightsioren yealsaoo
by macula.degeneretion, rolled 12 consecltive sl. kes in
rronl or a. €nlnusisstic and supponive cwd The etlod
wa3 the fBt€ver 300 qame al century

"ll wa( qu r€ a hnI'Oaeb sid ofthe achieveFent W|en
lsotrorherenrhfram6, lsaid Lod,rotnelhrowftree
mo€ 0ood balls. lirnen I did, peopl€ on other leans weE
yo||ino and ch€edng. A tew glys werc hlqqing me and
shost broke my skinny bones

Wilh hls neatly combed bacN han and 11s-po!nd tame,
Davis is pbud of lhe tacl he still uses $e heaviesl ball
avairabre, expreiningtrel heand his ball'weigh over 130

His irsl introdLrctlon lo bowlinq wa6 as a pin-*(erin his
oariy l6ens, naking roughly 45 ents pernighr. Sin@rhat
lime. the tomer lruck d.iverand caDont rhes sfras€od
over 65 yerB ol expod€ncewith lhe spod As he grew up
Dalis'bowling skillsfou shedand he beqanloplsy m
leagles andloumamenls. Hoovsnwon an eventin
Caliichia to iake home $2.500 anerhis days seded with

-
E

M
In 1996 Davis losr all vision in his !€fl eye H6 b€rieves heaw smokino and his p€vious ilesryte we6
pehaps facloB in lho loss A y€ar bter. the sight ln his ight eye began lo bllrand eveniuerty

Davis. sho rs divorc€d was living in Calilomia ar rhe rime of hls blindne$. He mad6lh6decrsion io
leave the wesl coasi and move bac.k ro Alta. wheb he had been rarsed. His 6isler, Thetma Shorewood.
lives in Stom Lai€ and mskes lile 4sier loday by heiping with e.fands and eme nsals He hes lwo
sons in Cariromia and t'ro in lllinois.

'When I moved baok, lasked ii lcould slay wilh her lsaid itwould only be bra f4! nonths,'Dalis
orplain€d ol lhe aid Thelma prcvided.'ln6tead,I lived wilh hef lor jlst over iour yee6 - even
renodeled hff be€omenl She isn t jlst my sisler. she's a grcal tiend to me. l wouldnl be bowlino now

The only sighi oavb ha! roday is a fogly spotofpenpneErvlsion h his dght ey6lhat equies him ro
tum his head lo use. He lses whatenains ol his sighl lo fialnbin hi5 smallapanmenl, take €re ot
hisdschshund. andfnd whee he needs ro fne !o on rhelane.

He eren sits a iew inches from h1s tolevision sffeen smelime8 ard tills his head to get a meager,
lunneled glimpss ol prof665i0nal bowlino when il3 on.
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'He gols a.olnd and doss prstt w6l! ior a blind Ouy,' Thelma said of h6r b'oih6r.

In lle sake ol losinq nis eyobighl. Osels g8v€ up his bowlhg pa$ion br a few yeaB. Th6ha, $o(gh.
conlm{red to bs ac{vo in a€a leaO$s .nd evenilally talked Davls inlo plc{n! the spori back !p th.ee
year! 3go. No{ he play3 six games a wsi, in i$r l.eguos.

Tha.ks lo his sisr€fs sppod, Davir b back in 1bm wirh a 188 aveEoe ro show for it. F€[@ bowleB
nictnan€d him The Hammer lor lhe surprising pun.h his shols €n pack.

.lenl *e ihe lane of rhe plns snd hav€ a heck ola lim6 fnding my batl emetim€s,'Davis s€id wilh a
raoqh or his bowling skills 'l @. kinda Fe rhe dols on rh6 nool to know whe€ | stan. Ane. !lat. | @tv
on ny head.s 3nd other peple ro reLlFe whafs sor.o on'

Vvhan na do€s.l lhrow a dnke, fe,lw bowleB like Century Lan€s ownor a.d Oood i.iend Ctem Ledoux
tell Davb what pins aE still siandhg The brind bowrer lhen fnds niB bea.inqs wiih lhe dols on lhe ta.e.
apprcach6s and hurls hls norl shol.

"Th€ Ham.ner has a ger kn@iedge of bowling,' Lodod r6n.rked "rt s had tor some io betiere, but
he gets moE sirjkes than 3paros. The.6 a€ tifres yo! think hb ballhas eye6. lt s aimostlik€ th6 batl
sa.s tof hlm when h€ bowrs. He romembeB ihings s w6ll Lom when he could se6 that he just pictuEs
the lane and the prB h his r6.d erd us hls nsOlrauo..

"There isn't 3 bitorluckwhen il @mes lo lhe Hamrefs game. Ho f€a'ly Ir thal g@d.'

Davis has iour balls ho us€s lor ditierent dumstan@8. One 1s loi the 1o-pin and tends to cutue
lo{ad ih. nghl. The olh€rs ar€ 6ed dependin! on how the lane is playing on a giv6n day.

'l'w ds gol a n* pair ol b@ling snoes, too,' lte Hahdoi addod. I m .or usjno them unit Ct6n g.ts
rh6 nss lanos 6nrsh€d."

C6nt!ry is h tn6 epansion proc€ss as Lsdolx plans lo have four mo€ l.nes in mrking ord€r by
labor oay. Davis ol cours€, want! to be one of rhe frcr to resr rhe new lanes ln the .6w bowlinq sn@s
he bouqhl,n honor oflhe evenl.

ll'€ b€ligved thal when a pe6on los6s one of their senses, lne dh€rs g€l si.onoer !o make up tor the
los.In Davis €s6, his ense of h€anng has gr€ally improved sinca 1996 and b evident witl his

\ryhib he loot in some pEclie thro{s Monday 8n€.noon. &vls bowlino muline was on tull display.
FiBl, he lines himselfup on me noor dots Once sibated he pau3es ior a mment to etd. Oav|slh€n
lskes a rsw sieps low.rd the lane and Eleas6s bis &ll of choi6

His frrsl loss ol lh€ day 6br1ed otl to rhe riqht and faded back bn. evenrlally loavlno onty the 3 and I
Pins standino aner the @llision.

'Tnai ball wenl soulh, ftvis laid a@u.ately of rhe thr@ wirhour s*ing anyrhing. "Soms pr.s ar€ slirl
$andin0 off lo the nshl.'

Lodout Inirmed Davis whidr lwo pins wee ieit. The 78 yearsld then again iound hE position with ihe
dots. bl'owed his bulineand hurled his ballddn rhe l.ne. thisrime, lhe 3 Din was alrDavis took oll
in his efion ro Dick uD rha soa.€

'Sh@r,'Davis sid in disgusr afrer headngllst one pin fdll.'r r€1t one.'

th€ vamlion in eund a3 his ball makes @nrad with rhe pins allows Oavis 1o somolimes 's€e' wh€l
lyp6 ot shol he had wilholt a6lua,ly layinq eyes upon ii.

'Th€ $unds oflh€ all.y lel m€ know how lD doing,'Dsvi6 said orhb headno.'Th6r6's a lold sack
wn6n lg€16 sfike, wlsn lhea.thalcEck, usually lr's follNed by &meone rellinq me I can sit down,

'Saluday nighl alllno8rd{as 12c.ac*sin a row.'

Those 12 conseculiw c.acls elso lli€d a Dlrden otf Oavis shouldsrs, Wth bowlins such an important
padofhls lilb, Oevls said it was g@d b nnally Each his goalotgeting rhar ellsiE 300 gamo

'Aner I w6nr bllnd, ljust6$!nod it wourdn t hspp€n,'n. s6id olthe doubb he had.l atways kns I
sant6d ro hav.3 300, bul In6!€rlhouohr it wolld b€ po$ible, 63p€cialt as I oor olderand couldn r
s€€ Bowling €juvenalsd m5. 1 w qot a tove for lhis gare | en t even d6srlbe.'

Bowllnq boinq a parl ot Davis liia aOri. hss also tsuohl him anolher importanr l€senr You'@ nover t@
old to s€l ooals br yolrs€lt

"Hop.tully l'1, do lhb ageh wnen h 90.'
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