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.By JoCELYN t/00

aa HARON losepl' my

)H;IiJ:iJ,Ti,::il
but the iNstment :nirlyst
tuned bovling alley owner
is still clockinE 80 hour
weeks dd occasionaUy
,leaving at 4 iD th€ momin&
' "I dont know what no.-
ml lifc s tike. All I talL
about is bowlin&" she says.

Around the corner frcm
the Apollo Theater is
loseph's new enterprise:
Harlem Loe' a 25,000-
square-foot bowlins alley
almost hidden from the
strcct- The lanes occrpy
the thiJd dd fourth floois
of the Alhanbra Ballroom
building on Ado Clatton
Powell tr Bouleva.d, aDd if
not for the mrrow red siEn
jutting out from the side of
{he building and a nonde'
scipt arrow pointing
toward the entr&ce, one

It's not f.r from where
loseph got her first taite of
entrepreneurshiD{ Harlem's
PS 113_, where as a youth she
got involved with lunior
Achievement of Ncs York
(IANY), a nonprcfit that

teaches K 12 students
financial literacy and busi
ncss skills. Kids growing up
in Harlem generally mjnic
ibe occupations they see,
loseph says - tuneEl
direclor bode8e owner,

''l never saw somebody
who worked on wall Stieet-
I didn t even know where it
wa," she remeftbffs.
'Juior Achievement pldt-

Bolstded by IANY'S sup-
port, josph graduated from
Tufts and then Columbia
Business School, dd took a
hid-payins job. Still, she
knew entrepieneNhip was
in her tuture, dd while she
md her aunt, Gail Richdds,
were strollinS tbrough
H&lem in 2001, they hit on
the idea of a bowling arky

"The problem with
Harlem was a lack of fmily
eDtertainment," she says.

"We had movi€ theates ed
restauets, but therc wasn't
dy real opportunity for

StiU, she had concems.
''waen most people think

about bowlinS, they have
this kind of 'Laverne ud
shiiley' old school bowlilg
idea," loseph srys. 'I know I
did."

tsut .onvinced the idea
could work, she soon quit
her job md, with Ricttrds
as a petner lauched wtnt
becme a five year process
of finding space. scuring
funding dd odreNise tum
ing hd vision into a reality.

Harlem Lmes finally
opcned its doors in April
2006, *ith a decidedly non
Lavemc-ish vdiery of otrer
in8r rln8ing irom Uve iaz
conldt\ io d isco bowline 10
televised boring matches
with $10 pitchers of beei
Domstairs, a private room

hosts kids' ka.aoke birthday
p&tie$ upstairs a space
outfitted with a bar and
three flat'screen TVs hosts
grown-up celebrations likc
bachelorette palties. And,
of course, therc de 24 bosl- !
inslanes. F

The tirst local alley in 30 g
yeds, Harlcm Lanes ha g
gotten a wrm welcome {
frcm the comrtlniti school
children often scnd letteB
of than-ts, and cclcbs such
G Ia Rule and Bill clinton
have donned the sisnature
blue-Dd-red bowlin6 shocs.

Not that it's been easy for
Ioseph, who in the early
days worked such lons
houis she took to keeping a
mkeup }jt and a cnange of
outfit behind her dooi She
retains lbout 50 employees,
who are largely dram from
the neighborhood, dd
include forner homeless
people and high-school

.one of our biga€st
propositions is to inspire
psple withir the ommuni-

rn addition to overseeing
operatioc, mdketin8 her
business ad s.rubbin8 the
occasional bathroom (not
to mention raising a 6-yed
old daughter), Joseph has
another task on her plate
leanlng to bowl. with the
help of a instructor, the
novice is working on rais
ing her score past the cen-

''I'm .ompetitive, so
every time the ball goes in
the gutte4 I cant take it:'

%ether she'll break 200
remains to be seen, but in
the meantime she's got oth
cr achievements to point to,
There was a time when, as
a child, a schooltea.her
told her class Irmy of them
]vouldnl make it beyond
ll0th Street.

']'ve seen the world now,"
los€ph s45. "Sheb wrons."

Effort to spare
For Harlem woman, alley brings it all back home
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